Lord Oxford was " Shakespeare "
CHAPTER I
THE TRADITIONAL  CASE
THE Founder, and "onlie begetter55 of the pro-
position set forth in the ensuing pages, that
Edward de Vere, the Seventeenth Earl of Oxford,
was the author of the Plays and Poems attributed
to William Shakspere of Stratford, was Mr. J. T.
Looney (in "Shakespeare" Identified}. Miss Delia
Bacon had in 1857 published the Philosophy of
Shakespeare's Plays Unfolded^ in which the Earl of
Oxford was mentioned; but only as a member
of a secret group of authors. This consisted of Sir
Walter Raleigh as head, Francis Bacon, Lord
Paget, Lord Buckhurst, and the Earl of Oxford
as members.
Certain students of the Shakespeare problem,
attracted by Mr. Looney's arguments, founded
in 1922 a Shakespeare Fellowship, under the
Presidency of the late Sir George Greenwood,
The object was to unite all lovers of Shakespeare
who were dissatisfied with the prevailing Strat-
fordian orthodoxy; and who desired further
research to be applied to the problem. The
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